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Ceilidradh ar ghniomhaiochtai dheonach i bpobail ar fud Chontae na Gaillimhe

Celebrating voluntary activity in communities across County Galway
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An Comh. David Collins, Cathaoirleach Chontae na Gaillimhe
Clir. David Collins, Cathaoirleach of the County of Galway

Thar ceann Comhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe, ta
riméad orm Gradaim an Chathaoirligh 2026 a
fhogairt.

T4 méid ollmhér gniomhaiochta pobail agus deonai ar
siul i gContae na Gaillimhe, agus ta sé tdbhachtach go
n-aithneoimid go poibli an tionchar suntasach ata
aige ar chailiocht na beatha inar bpobail. Is iad
Duaiseanna an Chathaoirligh ar dtionscnamh bliantuil
chun aitheantas a thabhairt do na laochra gan ainm
sin a thugann a gcuid ama go fial agus go fial, i réimse
réimsi, chun an saol a fheabhsu ina bpobail.

Ta mé riméadach go bhfuil mé ag obair leis an
gCombhairle agus an Lionra Rannphairtiochta Phoibli
ar na Gradaim seo agus td mé ag tnuth leis na
buaiteoiri a fhogairt in am tratha.

Ni mér gach Foirm Ainmnitichdin chomhlanaithe a
sheoladh chuig: awards@galwaycoco.ie

An Data Deiridh a nglacfar le Foirmeacha chun
Ainmnituchan a Dhéanamh:
Dé hAoine, 10u Aibrean 2026
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On behalf of Galway County Council, | am delighted
to launch the Cathaoirleach’s Awards 2026.

There is a huge amount of community & voluntary
activity ongoing in County Galway, and it is
important that we publicly acknowledge the
significant impact it has on quality of life in our
communities. The Cathaoirleach’s Awards are our
annual initiative to acknowledge those unsung
heroes who give freely and generously of their
time, across a range of areas, to make life better in
their communities.

I am delighted to be working with the Council &
Galway County Public Participation Network on
these Awards, and | look forward to announcing
the winners in due course.

All completed Nomination Forms must be
submitted to: awards@galwaycoco.ie

The Closing Date for receipt of Nomination Forms
is Friday 10th April 2026




Catagoiri na nGradam

Failtitear roimh ainmilchain daoine aonair n6
grupai a bhfuil baint acu le gniomhaiocht
dheonach a bhaineann le ceann de na catagéiri seo
a leanas:

Gradam Ealaion agus Cultuir

Sa gcatagdir seo, tugtar aitheantas d’iarrachtai
deonacha chun chun cleachtadh, Eolas agus taithi
ar na healaiona agus cultuir a spreagadh agus a
chur chun cinn.

Gradam Foilseachain Oidhreachta

Sa gcatagdir seo, tugtar aitheantas d’iarrachtai
deonacha chun oidhreacht nadurtha, tégtha agus
chultdrtha a gceantar &itidil a chur chun cinn
agus a chaomhnu.

Tabhair faoi deara go caithfear céip den
fhoilseachan a chur isteach.

Gradam don Rannchuidiu is Fearr sa Ghaeilge
Sa gcatagdir seo, tugtar aitheantas d’iarrachtai
deonacha chun usdid agus Eolas na Gaeilge a
chaomhnd, a chur chun cinn, né a mhéadu.

Gradam Comhshaoil agus don athru aeraide

Sa gcatagéir seo, tugtar aitheantas d’iarrachtai
deonacha chun an timpeallacht ina gcénaionn
said a fheabhsu ar bhealach atd inbhuanaithe.

Gradam Foilsitheoireachta Oidhreachta
Aithnionn an chatagéir seo iarrachtai deonacha
chun taighde, taifead agus cur chun cinn a
dhéanamh ar oidhreacht na gceantar aitidil. Ni
mor d’ainmnithe céip iomlan den fhoilseachan
ainmhnithe a chur isteach.

An Gradam um lonchuimsiu Séisialta

Tugtar aitheantas sa chatagdir seo iarrachtai
deonacha chun tacu le daoine pairt a ghlacadh i
ngniomhaiochtai sdisialta agus féilliochta, go hairithe
iad siud a d'fhéadfadh a bheith eisiata go sodisialta.

Gradam Spéirt

Tugtar aitheantas sa chatagdir seo iarrachtai
deonacha lion na ndaoine a ghlacann pairt i sport
a mhéadu, go haiirithe laistigh de ghrapai a bhfuil
ratai ranphairtiochta iseal acu.

Award Categories

Nominations are invited for individuals or groups
who are involved in voluntary activity in one of the
following categories:

Arts & Culture Award

This category recognises voluntary efforts to
encourage and promote knowledge, experience,
and practice of arts and culture.

Best Contribution to Heritage Award

This category recognises voluntary efforts to
promote and preserve the natural, built, and
cultural heritage of their local area.

(Please note a copy of the publication must be
submitted)

Best Contribution to the Irish Language
This category recognises voluntary efforts to
preserve, promote, or increase the use and
knowledge of the Irish language.

Environment & Climate Action Award

This category recognises voluntary efforts to
enhance the environment in which they live in a
sustainable manner.

Heritage Publication Award

This category recognises voluntary efforts to
research, record and promote the heritage of local
areas. Nominees must submit a full copy of the
nominated publication.

Social Inclusion Award

This category recognises voluntary efforts to
support people to participate in social and leisure
activities, particularly those who may be socially
excluded.

Sports Award

This category recognises voluntary efforts to
increase the number of people participating in
sport, particularly within groups with low
participation rates.




Gradam do Scoileanna a Chuireann le
hOidhreacht

Leis an gcatagdir seo, tugtar aitheantas do na
hiarrachtai atd déanta ag scoileanna chun oidhreacht
a gceantair a cheiliuradh agus a chur chun cinn

Catagoiri Gradam nach bhfuil oscailte don
phréiseas ainmniuchain poibli:

e Gradaim um Mortas Ceantair.

e Gradam Aitheantais na mBailte Slachtmhara.

Schools Contribution to Heritage Award

This category recognises the efforts that schools have
made to celebrate and promote the heritage of their
area.

Award Categories not open to the public
nomination process:

e Pride of Place Awards.

e Tidy Towns Recognition Award.




Préiseas Ainmniuchain:

Mgds mian leat duine nd gripa a ainmniu le haghaidh
aon cheann de na catagéiri seo, comhlanaigh an
Fhoirm Ainmniuchain le do thoil.  Léigh na
ceisteanna go curamach agus bi cinnte go bhfuil
an méid sonrai agus is féidir tugtha faoi
ghniomhaiochtai, éachtai saoralaiochta Dhuine
Aonair né Ghripa chomh maith leis an difear ata
déanta acu ar mhaithe leis an bpobal aitiuil agus

an chuis a bhfuil an Gradam tuillte acu.

Is féidir

leat naisc chuig iomhanna né cdipéisi ar na meain
shoisialta a chur ar fail chun tacu le
d'ainmniudchan.

An Prdiseas Moltodireachta:

Déanfaidh painéil ar a

mbeidh saineolaithe

seachtracha a tugadh cuireadh agus baill foirne
Udarais aitidil breithidnas ar na hainmnidchain uile.
Cuirfear ar an eolas gach duine a ainmniodh in am
tratha an mbeidh siad curtha ar an ngearrliosta ina

gcatagoir faoi seach.

Cinneadh criochnaitheach a

bheidh i gcinneadh an phainéil.

Prdiseas na nGradam:

Roghnéfar buaiteoir as na hainmnithe ar an
ngearrliosta i ngach catagdir agus fogréfar é/i ag

Searmanas Bronnta Bronnta.

Gheobhaidh gach

buaiteoir Gradam coimisiunaithe go speisialta ata
déanta de ldimh ag tdirgeoir ceardaiochta aitiuil,
agus duais airgid €500 le husaid da gcuid oibre.

Téarmai & Coinniollacha

1.

Ni mér na Foirmeacha Ainmnilchain oifigitla seo a
usdid nd ni ghlacfar le hainmnidchain.

Cé gur féidir le grupai iad féin a ainmnid, ni
ghlacfar le féinainmniuchain é dhaoine aonair - ni
mor do Ghrupa Pobail né do dhuine aonair triu
pairti iad a ainmniu.

Ni féidir Grapai né Daoine aonair a iontrail faoi
aon Chatagdir amhain ddmhachtaini, agus tri
Fhoirm Ainmniuchain amhdin.

Ni mér na Daoine Aonair agus Grupai ainmnithe a
a bheith bunaithe agus ag obair i Chontae na
Gaillimhe.

Baineann na Gradaim seo le gniomhaiochtaf
dheonach, né i gcas ina léirionn an t-ainmni go
bhfuil focas soiléir ar ionchur deonach
/neamhiochtha i ngnéthachtélacha an duine
aonair né an ghrupa.

Nuair a bhuaigh Grupa né Duine Aonair Gradam, ni
féidir iad a ainmniu sa Chatagoir Gradam sin don
da bliain ina dhiadh sin.

Nomination Process:

If you would like to nominate a person or
group for any of these award categories,
please complete the Nomination Form. Read
the questions carefully and ensure you provide
as much detail as possible about the Individual
or Group’s voluntary activities, achievements,
the difference they have made to the local
community and the reasons why they deserve
the Award. You may provide links to social
media images or documents to support your
nomination.

Judging Process:

All nominations will be adjudicated by panels
consisting of invited external experts and local
authority staff.  All those nominated will be
informed in due course if they have been
successfully shortlisted in their respective
category. The decisions of the Judging Panels
will be final.

Awards Process:

All shortlisted nominees will be invited to the
Awards Ceremony where the winner in each
Award Category will be announced. Each
Winner will receive a specially commissioned
Award hand-crafted by a local craft producer,
and a cash prize of €500 to use for their work.

Terms & Conditions

1. Nominations will only be accepted on the
official Nomination Form.

2. While Groups can nominate themselves, self-
nominations from Individuals will not be
accepted - nominations must be made by a
Community Group or third-party individual.

3. Groups or Individuals can be entered under one
Award Category only, and through one
Nomination Form only.

4. Any nominated Individuals and Groups must be
based and operating in Galway County.

5. These Awards relate to voluntary activities, or
where the nominee shows there is a clear focus
on voluntary/unpaid input in the activity and
achievements of the individual or group.

6. When a Group or Individual wins an Award,
they cannot be nominated in that Award
Category for the following 2 years.




Buaiteoiri Ghradaim an Chathaoirligh
Winners of The Cathaoirleach Awards

2024

2025

Gradam Ealaion agus Cultuir
Arts & Culture Award

Interface

Féile Cheoil Larry Reynolds

Gradam Foilseachain Oidhreachta
Best Contribution to Heritage Award

Ballinasloe & District
Heritage Group

Katie Duane

Gradam don Rannchuidit is fearr san
Oidhreacht
Heritage Publication Award

Dr. Joseph Mannion

Michael J. Hurley

Gradam Comhshaoil agus don athru
aeraide
Environment and Climate Action
Award

Connemara Green

Jacinta Barrins

An Gradam um lonchuimsiu Soisialta
Social Inclusion Award

Vision Arch Club

Sarah Ann Buday

Gradam Spairt
Sports Award

Kinvara Hockey Club

South Galway Lakers Special
Olympics Club

Gradam na Gaeilge
Irish Language Award

Pleandil Teanga Chonamara
Ldir

Féram Chois Fharraige Um
Pleandil Teanga

Gradam Aitheantais na mBailte
Slachtmhara
Tidy Towns Recognition Award

Kinvara Tidy Towns

Tuam Tidy Towns

Gradaim um Mortas Ceantair
Pride of Place Awards

Kinvara Tidy Towns
Williamstown Development
Group

Clarinbridge Tidy Towns
Marconi Men’s Shed

Gradam Speisialta an Chathaoirligh
Cathaoirleach’s Special Award

Saoirse Ruane
Martin Hogan

Bernie Rogers
Moyne Villa FC
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