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Welcome to Tra an Doilin (the beach of the creek),
which is located in the townland of An Cheathru Rua
Theas (Carraroe South). As you look out from the
beach you are looking across Greatman'’s Bay to
Garmna Island.

Tra an Doilin

Beach Code of Conduct

e Guard against all risk of fire

e Leave only footprints —
don't be a litterbug

e Kill nothing but time

e Take nothing but memories
and photographs

e Don't disturb, don't destroy and
act responsibly
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For further information
Chun a thuilleadh eolais a fhail

www.galway.ie/services/environment/beaches

cén fath a dtugtar an Tra Choiréalach ar an

tra seo?

Walk on this beach and you will
immediately know that it is not
sand beneath your feet. Instefad
you can feel sharp, twig-like little
stones. .
Red coralline algae grow in
Greatman'’s Bay. When they die,
they lose their colour and break up
into hard grey, white and brown
pieces that are washed up on the
beach. These remains are called
maérl. It is what you can feel

beneath your feet.
Maérl is only washed up on

a few beaches in Ireland and it
creates a unique and fraqgile
habitat of high conservation value.
Tra an Dailin is within a designated
Special Area of Conservation

(SAQ).
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Cé mhéad dath a fheiceann tu ar an tra?

Grey and pink granite rocks,
interspersed with rockpools and
draped with brown, red and green
seaweeds, contrast with the white,
greys and browns of the maérl.
Bands of yellow, grey and black
cover sections of the rocks.

What are these yellow, grey
and black bands of colours? They
are different types of lichens. Each
type lives on the part of the shore
that has the best conditions for its
survival. As the tide goes in and out
each day, different areas of the
shore are covered by water for
different lengths of time. If dry
conditions are best for the lichens
survival, it will live high up on the
shore, in an area that is only
splashed by the tide. As you can see
this is where the yellow lichen likes
to live. Which colour lichen likes to
be underwater the longest?

In the grassland behind the
beach, plants such as clovers,
plantains, mayweed, yarrow,
knapweed, ladies bedstraw,
eyebright, milkwort, daisy,
heathers, furze, wild thyme,
tormentil, mosses and lichens all
add to the blaze of colour at this
special beach.
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