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Welcome to Tra Chill Mhuirbhigh. The placename Cill
Mhuirbhigh derives from the landscape which surrounds you. ‘Cill’,
meaning church or burial ground, most likely refers to the graveyard
opposite the beach. ‘Muirbheach’ is the species rich, coastal grassland,
commonly known as machair, which you can see behind the beach.

Tra Chill Mhuirbhigh

Beach Code of Conduct

e Guard against all risk of fire

e Leave only footprints —
don't be a litterbug

e Kill nothing but time

e Take nothing but memories
and photographs

® Don't disturb, don’t destroy and
act responsibly
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For further information
Chun a thuilleadh eolais a fhail

www.galway.ie/services/environment/beaches
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Talamh Féaraigh S

air is a very special type of

nd along the west

d and Scotland.

Here, on Arainn, itis h-ome. to\Uding
several rare plant species, m; e
purple milk vetch, sga ka\“e, "
violet and bee orchid. Alla

protected species.

Mach

coast of Irelan

Cochall draiochta

Cill Mhuirbhigh graveyard used
to be called ‘Reilig an Chochail):
(the graveyard of the cloak).
According to legend St Colm Cille
a,lsked St Enda for as much land on
Arainn as his cloak would cover.
Enda agreed. But the cloak began
to grow and spread. St Enda
quickly snatched jt up and expelled
St Colm Cille from the island.
. James O'Flaherty J.P, who lived
In nearby Cill Mhuirbhigh House
was buried in thjs graveyard in
1881. His grave is marked by a
large Celtic cross on which the
family crest of arms is carved.

{
v
-

peisialta
h an-speisialta ata
ssta, a fhaightear ar

hEireann agus Na
in Arainn, ta roinnt

|s talamh féaraig
sa mhachaire ¢
chosta thiar na
hAlban. Anse
speiceas plan
ag fas, an

chtphisean, an

h thra, an tsail

ghiobach agu? mag
mbeach san élrea’r-n
chosaint iad 9o léir.

h. Is speicis faoi

An beathra faoin ngaineamh

Close to the rocks at the end of
this beach are numerous small
spaghetti-like mounds of sand.
Lugworms live in U-shaped
burrows. They ingest sand, causing
a ‘blow-hole’ to appear above
them on the sand surface. After
absorbing food particles from the
ingested sand, they eject the
undigested sand, forming the
mound or sandcast on the surface.
Sand masons live in a tube of
sandgrains that stick up out of the
sand. They wave their tentacles out
of the top of the tube to collect
food particles from the water.
Other animals that live beneath
the sand include razor shells,
ragworms, cockles and sand stars.
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Many different types of birg
patrc.)l the beach at Cil| Mhuirbh:S
seeking out the Worms ang o
shellfish hidden beneath the
g]y to ;pot as many as yo car?and.
ough, little tern, artj .
pe,regrine falcons aHa {):'ec:; ronnalm'j
Mgr. Sea going birds such as "
Eunll.emots, fulmar, razorbill, sha
g;e,r,r;gdgkgﬂ, great black-baclked ”
Ittiwake [jve on '
and feed on the seas off tfszei;g::;

The pier at the northwest ensi
of Cill Mhuirbhigh beach was bwlt
in 1893 by the Congested Dlst.ncts
Board. The store beside the pier
was used by Robert Flaherty V\’/blle
making the film ‘Man of Ar‘:;m in

1932-3. Robert and his family lived
in the house near the pier.



