
Bunaíodh Comhairle Chontae na 
Gaillimhe 120 bliain ó shin.

Galway County Council, 
established 120 years ago.



Tuairisc an Tuam 
Herald, an 15 
Aibreán 1899, i 
ndiaidh an 
toghcháin

Tuam Herald, 
15 April 1899, 
report following 
election.

‘... a fair representation of property, profession and 

politics. It contains a landlord, a Unionist Catholic 

barrister and writer, three solicitors, a college professor 

and medical doctor, three merchants, an auctioneer, 

and seventeen or eighteen tenant farmers.  The 10 

chairmen elected by the district councils and the 

nominated grand jurors with the co-opted men should 

make and will, we are sure, a very respectable body for 

Galway as good as any in Ireland we should be inclined 

to say ...’.



An 1ú 
Chomhairle…
agus eile!

1stCouncil…
and others!



Aibreán/ April 1899

ComhaltaíTofa 
agus Chomhthofa

Elected & Co-opted 
Members

 Burke, D.F.

 Byrne, Thomas

 Carr, Patrick

 Connolly, J.J.

 Connolly, Michael

 Conroy, John C.

 Conroy, Lawrence

 Corbett, Thomas

 Daly, Col. J.A

 Dervan, John

 Dillon, Honable K. E.

 Fahy, Thomas

 Glynn, Jos. A.

 Joyce, Michael

 Kelly, P.J.

 Kenny, Andrew

 Kenny, Patrick J.

 Lohan, John 

 Lynsky, Thaddaeus  

 McDonnell J. C.

 McDonagh, Martin

 McDonagh, Thomas

 McDonagh, T. J. 

 Murphy, Henry M.A (elected 
Vice-Chair)

 Nevin, Michael 

 Nolan, Col. John P.  (elected 
Chairman))

 Nolan, John

 Nolan, T.F.

 O’Malley, P J 

 Pye, Joseph P.

 Smyth, John

 Sweeney, Peter

 Trench, Charles O’Hara

 Walsh, Michael

Rúnaí an Chontae /Co. Secretary:  
Walter Gordon Seymour, 
1899 - +1925

Cuntasóir:/ Accountant:     
Fogarty, W.G.  1901? –1925 
(ardú céime go dtí Rúnaí/ promoted to 
Secretary).



Toghadh an 
Chathaoirligh, 22 
Aibreán 1899

17 vóta don Choirnéal Nolan
16 vóta don Ollamh Pye

Chairman elected
22 April 1899

17 votes for Col. Nolan
16 votes for Prof Pye



An Coirnéal/ 
Col. John P Nolan 
(1839-1912)

An 1ú Chathaoirleach/
1st Chairman
1899-1901

MP 1872-1895, 1900-1906



An 1ú 
Chathaoirleach Mná

1st Female Chairman

Connie NíFhatharta
2000-2001



Rún an Rialtais Dúchais/
Home Rule resolution: 

‘…pledge ourselves to the 
principal of Home Rule 
and earnestly urge on Her 
Majesty’s Government the 
necessity of granting 
legislative independence 
to Ireland in order to 
enable the Irish People to 
make their own laws…’.  
GC/1/1



Rún na Gaeilge

Irish language 

resolution
‘…express a hope that the 

Commission of National 

Education now sitting in 

Dublin will not separate 

without making proper 

provision for the teaching 

of the Irish Language in 

the National schools…’. 

GC/1/1



An Tuam Herald, 
tuairisc i ndiaidh 
an 1ú chruinniú

Tuam Herald, 
report following 
1st meeting

“…first chapter of what promises to be a new 

era in the administrative life of this country. 

For good or ill, for better or for worse and we 

believe it will be all for the better, the new 

bodies are launched upon the hitherto stormy 

sea of Irish life and it is to be hoped that from 

a sense of patriotism if from no other 

consideration, the Councils now commencing 

their careers will by all classes and at all hands 

be so accorded a fair trial neither condemned 

beforehand for inefficiency nor unduly 

commended for efficiency but given a full, 

unprejudiced and honest trial…”.



An tOllamh /Prof 
Joseph P Pye
(1846-1920)

Comhchathaoirleach ar 
Anatamaíocht & Fiseolaíocht i 
gColáiste na Banríona, Gaillimh/
Combined Chair of Anatomy & 
Physiology in Queen’s College 
Galway 
1877-1920. 

Comhalta de Chomhairle 
Chontae na Gaillimhe/ 
Member of Galway 
County Council 
1899-1905

(íomhá le caoinchead OÉ, 
Gaillimh/I
Courtesy of NUI Galway)



John C. Conroy
(1861-1911)

Comhalta de 
Chomhairle Chontae na 
Gaillimhe/ 
Member of Galway 
County Council

1899-1911



‘Máirtín Mór’ 
McDonogh
(1860-1934)

Comhalta de 
Chomhairle Chontae 
na Gaillimhe/ 
Member of Galway 
County Council 

1899-1920



Miontuairiscí an 
Choiste Airgeadais,
An 1ú chruinniú an 
16 Bealtaine 1899.
Ar fáil ar líne ag 
www.galway.ie/digiteach

Finance Committee 
Minutes,
1st meeting 
16th May 1899.

Available online at 
www.galway.ie/digitalarchives

http://www.galway.ie/digiteach
http://www.galway.ie/digitalarchives


William Fogarty

Cuntasóir CCnaG/
GCC Accountant 
1901-1925

Rúnaí an Chontae/
County Secretary 
1925-1927



Is féidir teacht ar 
Mhiontuairiscí 
Chomhairle Chontae na 
Gaillimhe saor in aisce 
ar líne ag 
www.galway.ie/digteach

Galway County Council 
Minutes are available 
FREE online at 
www.galway.ie/digitalarchives

http://www.galway.ie/digitalarchives

